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for the guidance of the subordinate commanders
declared, indeed, that the object of the march was
to draw the attention of the enemy from Bliicher
and the Swedish Crown Prince, who were occupied
in crossing the Elbe; but then followed most
characteristic and often self-contradictory orders.
Decisive battles are to be avoided on principle, but
single corps are to be " annihilated as far as pos-
sible/' When the troops come into the neighbour-
hood of Chemnitz and Oederau "all too serious
skirmishing is to be avoided because the Emperor
Napoleon can and will reach there in not more
than three marches from Dresden." A critic1
wonders if Murat who commanded Napoleon's
outposts was likely to allow himself to be "annihil-
ated as far as possible" without "serious skirmish-
ing" and asks how long Napoleon could be drawn
away from Bliicher and Bernadotte by an army
that remained passive. One sees throughout
the document the awe in which Schwarzenberg
stood of the man who could if he wished reach him
in three days of marching.

Napoleon's own orders to Murat were to "keep
the Austrians off to the limit of your power so that
I can defeat Bliicher and the Swedes before their
junction with Schwarzenberg," which was no
great task as the Austrians kept off of their own
accord. Klenau, at Schillenberg, might have
attacked and overcome Murat whose forces were
inferior but did not venture to do so without

1 Friederich.